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Archives in Appalachia: A Directory

HOW TO USE THIS DIRECTORY

This directory consists of entries describing 181 repositories in 195 counties* in south
central Appalachia which hold historical records documenting the political, social, cultural,
and economic history of the region, and a list of "Coming Attractions/' agencies which do
not currently collect manuscript materials but which plan to do so in the future. Also includ-
ed are indexes by type of material and by subject which will enable researchers to locate
selected genres of documentary material (e.g. photographs) or materials related to a par-
ticular subject.

The questionnaires from which this directory was compiled were mailed to all colleges
and universities, public libraries, museums, historic sites, and historical and genealogical
societies in the region listed in published directories and to selected secondary schools,
businesses, and churches known to hold historical records. We included cultural facilities
operated by federal, state, or local governments and public libraries which serve as a repository
for local government records. However, we omitted facilities which operate solely as govern-
ment records repositories and the two state archives (West Virginia Department of Archives
and History and the Western Office of the North Carolina Division of Archives and History)
in the region.

Each main entry, based on the questionnaire completed by the repository staff, includes
information on the name, location, and hours of the repository; the type of respoitory; the
types of material held by the repository; the broad subject areas covered by these records;
the geographical area that the records cover; and the inclusive dates and size of the
holdings**. We have also included the name of the staff member primarily responsible for
manuscripts in each repository. Researchers are urged to contact these individuals for addi-
tional information about a repository's holdings.

The main entries are arranged first by state and second alphabetically by the name of
the repository. The form of entry used for a repository depended primarily on the form used
by the individual completing the questionnaire. Generally, a repository which is a division
or department within a larger agency is filed and alphabetized under the name of the depart-
ment or division (i.e. Special Collections) not the name of the larger agency (i.e. Berea Col-
lege). However, collections of local historical or genealogical societies which are housed in
public libraries are frequently listed only under the name of the public library. Also, the direc-
tory was alphabetized by a computer, and computers are intractable little beasts. Therefore
all repository names are alphabetized absolutely by the first word in the name (i.e. Frank
H. McClung Museum is found under "F").

Because of inconsistencies in form of entry and computer alphabetizing by perhaps unex-
pected first words in an entry, it is advisable to check under possible variations of a repository

* Information on the counties can be found following this section.

** Abbreviations are used for type of repository, type of material, and subjects; a key to
these abbreviations precedes the "Main Entries/'
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Archives in Appalachia: A Directory

name when a listing for a specific repository cannot be located. To facilitate such searches,
there is a list of all repositories in each state included following the ''Coming Attractions/'

X

Each entry is numbered in the order in which it is filed, and all index citations are by
this repository number. However, because duplications were discovered during final proof-
reading, five entries had to be deleted after all entries were numbered. Thanks again to our
intractable computer, renumbering was impossible in the time available, and therefore there
are no entries for numbers 29, 105, 107, 109 and 120.

We hope this directory will provide researchers who seek to explore Appalachians rich
heritage with access to the local documentary resources which make such work possible.
However, we could not include the many repositories outside the region which hold signifi-
cant documentary material related to Appalachia. For information on these collections, resear-
chers should consult the National Historical Publications and Records Commission's DIREC-
TORY OF ARCHIVES AND MANUSCRIPT REPOSITORIES and the NATIONAL UNION
CATALOG OF MANUSCRIPTS published by the Library of Congress.
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